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2009 - 2010 Wisconsin Legislative Session Bill Tracking 
 

The legislature will go back into session on January 19.  Aside from a special session 
on December 16 to deal with Milwaukee’s Public Schools, the legislature has not been 
in session since November 5.  Committees have been meeting but December was 
relatively quiet on planning issues.  
 

AB 649 - Clean Energy Jobs Act (Global Warming Bill) 
 

A draft of the Clean Energy Jobs ACT (CEJA) that embodies the recommendations of the 

Governor Global Warming Task Force was released in December (and introduced as AB 649 in 

January.)  I have attached a synopsis of the legislation that was prepared by the Legislative 

Council.  The following provisions of the bill are likely to be of the greatest interest to planners: 

 

WisDOT 2030 Plan 

The plan would have to consider Green House Gases (GHG) and energy use in identifying, 

prioritizing, evaluating, or assessing transportation facility or service needs for the statewide 

transportation system. 

 

Planning Grants for Compact Development 

The bill directs DOA to require any local governmental unit receiving a comprehensive planning 

grant to consider, as part of the funded planning activities, all of the following: 

1.Whether any area considered for “traditional neighborhood development” is any of the 

following: 

 Surrounded by or adjacent to existing development. 

 Within a sewer service territory in the sewer service area provisions of an area wide water quality 

management plan prepared under s. 283.83, Stats., that has been approved by DNR. 

 An area consisting primarily of blighted properties. 

 An area that meets other criteria specified by DOA, by rule, designed to ensure that the project 

reduces GHG emissions 

2. With respect to the transportation element of the planning activities, whether making any area 

a traditional neighborhood development would result in a reduction of travel, energy use, or 

GHG emissions. 

 

http://www.1kfriends.org/default.htm
http://www.wisconsinplanners.org/law/index.htm
http://www.wisconsinplanners.org/law/index.htm
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The bill also adds a seventh element for a grant application to receive preference; namely, that 

the planning efforts funded by the grant must include consideration of traditional neighborhood 

development. 

 

Model Parking Ordinance 

The bill directs UW-Extension to develop a model market-pricing parking ordinance. The 

ordinance must include market pricing methods for on-street parking and preferred parking 

opportunities for vehicles with relatively low GHG emissions. In developing this ordinance, 

UW-Extension must evaluate current practices with respect to mandatory minimum parking 

space requirements for public buildings. 

 

The bill also requires UW-Extension to appoint and convene an advisory committee to provide 

guidance to it in developing this ordinance. 

 

Surface Transportation Planning 

GHG Emission Reduction Goals 

The bill directs DOT, in consultation with DNR, to establish statewide goals for reducing GHG 

emissions from surface transportation in Wisconsin that, if achieved, will contribute to the state 

achieving the statewide GHG emission reduction goals described in the first part of this report. 

 

The bill also directs each metropolitan planning organization in the state, in consultation with 

DOT, to establish goals for reducing GHG emissions from surface transportation in its planning 

area that are consistent with DOT’s statewide goals. 

 

Development of Strategies and Planning Methods and Procedures 

The bill requires DOT, in consultation with DNR, DOA, appropriate units in the UW-System 

designated by the UW President, and MPOs, to identify strategies for reducing GHG emissions 

from surface transportation and to develop methods and procedures for preparing multimodal 

transportation plans and transportation improvement programs that incorporate these strategies. 

This provision calls for strategies other than for reducing GHG emissions from motor vehicles or 

railroad trains through emission limitations or reduced fuel consumption per mile traveled or 

through improvements in the GHG performance of transportation fuels. Where applicable and to 

the extent practicable, this planning and program preparation must be based on maximizing the 

accessibility to destinations provided by the affected transportation system using all relevant 

travel modes, including walking and bicycling. 

 

In identifying these strategies, DOT must consider the following 10 potential strategies: 

• Efforts to increase public transportation ridership, including through service 

improvements, capacity expansions, and access enhancement. 

• Efforts to increase walking, bicycling, and other forms of non-motorized transportation. 

• Implementation of zoning and other land-use regulations and plans to support increases in 

population density, transit-oriented development or redevelopment, or mix-use 

development. 

• Travel demand management programs, including car pool, van pool, or other car-share 

projects; transportation pricing measures; parking policy; and programs to promote 

telecommuting, flexible work schedules, and satellite work centers. 
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• Surface transportation system operation improvements, including intelligent 

transportation systems or other improvements to reduce congestion and improve system 

management. 

• Intercity passenger rail improvements. 

• Intercity bus improvements. 

• Freight rail improvements. 

• Use of materials or equipment associated with the construction or maintenance of 

transportation projects that reduce GHG emissions. 

• Public facilities for supplying electricity to electric or plug-in hybrid-electric vehicles. 

 

Use of Strategies and Planning Methods and Procedures 

Beginning two years after the legislation’s effective date, the bill requires DOT, to the extent 

practicable, to do all the following in preparing its long-range statewide transportation plans and 

statewide transportation improvement programs: 

• Use the methods and procedures it develops under this initiative in preparing these plans 

and programs. 

• Incorporate the GHG emission reduction strategies it develops under this initiative into 

these plans and programs. 

 

Similarly, the bill requires each MPO in the state, beginning two years after the legislation’s 

effective date and to the extent practicable, to use the planning methods and procedures DOT 

developed under this initiative in preparing, and to incorporate DOT’s GHG emission reduction 

strategies into, its transportation plans and transportation improvement programs for its planning 

area. 

  

Reports and Assessments 

The bill directs each MPO in this state to report to DOT by March 1, 2013, and at least every 

four years thereafter, all of the following: 

• The strategies for reducing GHG emissions from surface transportation that it included in 

its most recent transportation plan and transportation improvement program. 

• The status of the implementation of these strategies. 

• Its progress in achieving its goals for reducing GHG emissions from surface 

transportation in its planning area. 

 

By July 1, 2013, and at least every four years thereafter, the bill requires DOT to assess its 

progress in achieving its statewide goals for reducing GHG emissions from surface 

transportation in the state, as well as the progress of MPOs in achieving their GHG emission 

reduction goals, and to report its findings to DNR. 

 

Financial Assistance to MPOs 

After DOT has identified strategies for reducing GHG emissions from surface transportation and 

developed methods and procedures for preparing multimodal transportation plans and 

transportation improvement programs described above, the bill prohibits DOT from providing 

financial assistance to a MPO unless the MPO has made a good faith effort to use the methods 

and procedures developed by DOT in preparing, and incorporate the strategies developed by 
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DOT into, its transportation plans and transportation improvement programs for its planning 

area. 

 

Conformance with Federal Law 

If a federal law enacted after this legislation’s effective date conflicts with the requirements in 

this initiative, the bill requires DOT to modify, by rule, the conflicting requirements so that they 

comply with the federal law. 

 
GROWTH ACCOMMODATION INCENTIVES 
The bill authorizes the agencies administering five state economic development grant or loan 

programs to give greater weight in determining whether to award a grant or make a loan under 

the program to an application from a municipality (including a county) if the application is for a 

qualifying project. The programs, and their administering agency, included in this initiative are: 

• Transportation Facilities Economic Assistance and Development Program (DOT). 

• Brownfields Site Assessment Grants (DNR). 

• Main Street Program (Commerce). 

• Brownfields Grant Program (Commerce). 

• Forward Innovation Fund (Commerce). 

 

A “qualifying project” is a project, improvement, or eligible activity that will result in a 

reduction of travel, energy use, or GHG emissions. In lieu of making this demonstration, an 

applicant may establish that the application contains a qualifying project by showing that one of 

the following applies to the location of the project, improvement, or eligible activity that is the 

subject of the application: 

1. It is located in an area that is designated for traditional neighborhood development in an 

adopted comprehensive plan and at least one of the following applies: 

 The area is surrounded by or is adjacent to existing development. 

 The area is within a sewer service territory in the sewer service area provisions of an 

areawide water quality management plan approved by DNR. 

 The area consists primarily of blighted properties. 

 The area meets other criteria, specified by the administering agency, by rule, designed to 

ensure that the project, improvement, or eligible activity reduces GHG emissions. 

 
2.  It is located in a municipality that has adopted the voluntary environmental design code 

required by this bill (i.e., the green building code described in the part of this report titled 

Buildings and Equipment) and is in an area in the municipality subject to these design standards. 

 
3. It is located in an area subject to an eligible Green Tier charter, Tier I program, or Tier II 

participation contract, based on the following: 

The municipality in which the area is located is involved in the applicable Green Tier program in 

one of the following ways: 

 The charter was issued to an association of entities that includes the municipality. 

 The municipality is participating in Tier I. 

 The municipality has entered into a Tier II participation contract. 
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4.DNR has determined, in consultation with Commerce, DOA, PSC, and OEI, that 

implementation of the charter or participation contract, or the participation in Tier I, is likely to 

result in significant reductions in GHG emissions or in energy use by public or private entities 

within the municipality. 

 

The bill also makes a number of specific changes in these economic development programs 

relating to the amount of assistance to or required, match by the recipient to further encourage 

the implementation of qualifying projects. In particular, it authorizes DOT to establish, by rule, 

under the Transportation Facilities Economic Assistance and Development Program a grant 

ceiling for a qualifying project that is higher than the statutory limit and different standards 

related to job creation and retention than those that would otherwise apply to an improvement 

funded under the program. 

 

The bill authorizes DNR to specify, by rule, a minimum contribution of matching funds by an 

applicant for a Brownfields site assessment grant that is less than 20% of a grant for the project if 

the project is a qualifying project. 

 

The bill authorizes Commerce to specify, by rule, a minimum contribution of matching funds by 

a recipient of a Brownfields grant that is less than the statutorily specified percentage of the cost 

of the project if the project is a qualifying project and the grant recipient is a municipality. 

 

The bill authorizes Commerce to specify, by rule, a minimum contribution of matching funds by 

an eligible recipient of a Forward Innovation Fund grant or loan that is less than 25% of the grant 

or loan if the eligible activity is a qualifying project and the eligible recipient is a municipality. 

 

 

New LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS of interest  

Senate Bill 440  - waiving certain federal bond limitations allocated to cities and counties 

and requiring the Department of Commerce to develop a system for reallocating the bond 

limitations to other state and local units of government.  
 

12/23/09  -  Introduced by Senators Lassa, Vinehout, Lehman and Darling and cosponsored by 

Representatives Molepske Jr., Schneider, Barca, Zigmunt, Friske, Berceau and Zepnick. 

 

Current federal law, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, authorizes certain 

local governments to issue several different types of tax-exempt bonds, including recovery zone 

facility bonds (bonds). The amount of bonds that may be issued is limited. Federal law allocates 

to counties and to cities with a population of at least 100,000 (local units) the limited amount of 

bonds that may be issued. Federal law also authorizes local units to waive their allocation, in 

which case the state in which the local units are located may reallocate the allocation to other 

units of government in that state.  

 

This bill waives the allocation to local units in this state and requires the Department of 

Commerce (DOC) to develop a system to reallocate the allocation. The bill prohibits DOC from 

http://ethics.state.wi.us/scripts/CurrentSession/legprops.asp?key=REGSB440


 

6 

reallocating an allocation of the limitation related to bonds that have already been sold by, or that 

are subject to a sale by, a city or county. The bill also permits DOC to revise a reallocation made 

under the bill, but prohibits the revision of any reallocation under which the recipient of a 

reallocation has adopted a resolution authorizing the issuance of a bond. Under the bill other 

units of government, including a city, village, town, county; a special purpose district; a state 

authority, such as the Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority, the Wisconsin 

Health and Educational Facilities Authority, or the University of Wisconsin Hospitals and 

Clinics Authority; or a local housing, redevelopment, or community development authority, may 

apply to issue bonds under the reallocation of the federal bond limitation as established by DOC.  

 

Under current law, a city, village, or town may issue industrial revenue bonds for certain 

specified projects. The bill adds to the definition of "project" facilities constructed using the 

proceeds from a recovery zone facilities bond or from a Midwestern disaster area bond (tax-

exempt bonds authorized under the federal Heartland Disaster Tax Relief Act of 2008).  

 

Under current law, the state, regional planning commissions, federally recognized Indian tribes 

and bands, and local units of government, including municipalities, counties, school districts, and 

other special purpose districts, may enter into intergovernmental cooperation agreements for the 

receipt or furnishing of services or joint exercise of powers. This bill adds a housing authority, a 

redevelopment authority, and a community development authority to the list of entities that may 

enter into such agreements. 

 

12/23/09 -  referred to committee on Economic Development   

 1/06/10.  Senator Darling withdrawn as a coauthor. 

 

Assembly Bill 611  - changing certain administrative procedures under the tax incremental 

financing program. 
 

12/08/09.  Introduced by Representatives Pope-Roberts, Brooks, Dexter, Zepnick and Berceau; 

cosponsored by Senators Erpenbach, Holperin, Miller, Plale and Harsdorf. 

 

This bill changes a number of administrative procedures that apply to TIDs. Under the bill, in 

determining whether a city or village complies with the 12 percent test, DOR must exclude any 

parcel of land in a newly created TID that is located in an existing TID. If DOR determines that a 

city or village has violated the 12 percent test, it must notify the city or village in writing. The 

city or village must then either rescind its approval of the resolution creating a TID or notify 

DOR in writing that the county in which the TID is located approves of the city's or village's 

action related to the TID even though the 12 percent test is not met.  

 

The bill also changes from December 31 to October 31 the date by which a city or village must 

submit certain completed forms to DOR and specifies that, in complying with meeting notice 

requirements, a city or village must use a newspaper that is in general circulation in the county in 

which the TID is located. With regard to meetings held by a joint review board, the bill requires 

all such meetings to be preceded by a class 2 notice.  

        

http://ethics.state.wi.us/scripts/CurrentSession/legprops.asp?key=REGAB611
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Under current law, any city, village, town, or county (political subdivision) that receives a tax 

increment for a TID or an environmental remediation TID must pay DOR an annual 

administrative fee. Under this bill, if the political subdivision does not pay the fee by May 15, 

DOR may not allocate a tax increment to that political subdivision.  

 

The bill takes effect on October 1, 2010. 

 

12/08/09 - referred to committee on Urban and Local Affairs 

 

 Assembly Bill 641 - a postsecondary education tax credit for businesses; increasing annual 

limits on angel investment tax credits; awarding grants to the WiSys Technology 

Foundation, Inc.; business plan competitions and an emerging technology center in the 

University of Wisconsin System; rural outsourcing grants; requiring the Department of 

Commerce to award grants to a high-technology business development corporation and 

grants for converting manufacturing facilities; increasing funding for certain economic 

development programs; a pilot program providing microloans for the creation of new 

businesses; increasing funding for certain technical college training program grants; 

providing an exemption from emergency rule procedures; granting rule-making authority; 

and making appropriations  
 

12/28/09 - Introduced by Representatives Molepske Jr., Cullen, Zigmunt, Smith, Turner, 

Berceau, Zepnick, Vruwink, Dexter and Schneider; cosponsored by Senators Lassa, Kreitlow, 

Sullivan, Lehman, Vinehout, Jauch, Hansen, Holperin, Miller, Robson, Erpenbach, Risser, Plale, 

Decker, Taylor, Wirch, Carpenter and Coggs. 

    

This bill creates an income tax and franchise tax credit for businesses that pay tuition for an 

individual to attend a university, college, or technical college. Sole proprietorships, corporations, 

and insurers may claim the credit. Partnerships, limited liability companies, and tax-option 

corporations compute the credit but pass it on to the partners, members, and shareholders in 

proportion to their ownership interests. The credit is an amount equal to: 1) 25 percent of the 

tuition paid by a business for an individual to attend school, if the individual is enrolled in a 

course of instruction and is eligible for a grant from the Federal Pell Grant Program; and 2) 30 

percent of the tuition paid by a business for an individual to attend school, if the individual is 

enrolled in a course of instruction that relates to a projected worker shortage in this state and is 

eligible for a grant from the Federal Pell Grant Program. The taxpayer claims the total amount of 

the tuition paid for the individual for the taxable year in which the individual graduates from the 

course of instruction. If the credit claimed by a business exceeds the business's tax liability, the 

state will not issue a refund check, but the business may carry forward any remaining credit to 

taxable years.  

    

Under current law, an individual may claim an income tax credit in each taxable year for two 

years, beginning with the taxable year certified by the Department of Commerce (Commerce), in 

an amount equal to 12.5 percent of the individual's bona fide angel investment in a new business 

venture. The total amount of all bona fide angel investment credits that may be claimed in a 

calendar year beginning after 2007 but before 2011 is $5,500,000 and the total amount that may 

be claimed in any calendar year beginning after 2010 is $18,000,000. 

http://ethics.state.wi.us/scripts/CurrentSession/legprops.asp?key=REGAB641
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Under the bill, the total amount of all bona fide angel investment credits that may be claimed in 

2010 is $6,500,000, and the total amount that may be claimed in a calendar year beginning after 

2010 is $20,000,000.  

 

Under current law, a taxpayer may claim an early stage seed investment tax credit for 25 percent 

of the amount that the taxpayer pays to a fund manager that the fund manager invests with 

certain businesses that are certified by Commerce to receive investments. The total amount of all 

early stage seed investment credits that may be claimed in a calendar year beginning after 2007 

but before 2011 is $6,000,000 and the total amount that may be claimed in any calendar year 

beginning after 2010 is $18,500,000. 

 

Under the bill, the total amount of all early stage seed investment credits that may be claimed in 

2010 is $8,000,000, and the total amount that may be claimed in any calendar year beginning 

after 2010 is $20,500,000  

          

The bill also directs the Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin (UW) System to award 

a variety of grants, including: 1). to the WiSys Technology Foundation, Inc. (foundation), grants 

for the Wisconsin Small Company Advancement program to provide intellectual property 

management services to UW System two-year and four-year schools, 2). a business plan 

competition program existing on the effective date of bill at two-year and four-year schools, 

except for the UW-Madison, that makes entrepreneurial expertise available to students and that 

has ties to campus-based business plan contests and national organizations that foster student 

entrepreneurism, 3). an emerging technology center at the UW-La Crosse. The bill prohibits the 

Board of Regents from spending moneys under either appropriation unless it receives matching 

funds from private contributions.  

 

Beginning in the 2010-11 school year, the bill requires the Technical College System Board 

(system board) to award at least $1,500,000 annually to technical college district boards for 

advanced manufacturing skills training. Under current law, the system board must award at least 

$1,000,000 annually for such training, with the same priority. The bill authorizes Commerce to 

award grants in the 2009-11 fiscal biennium to businesses for outsourcing work to rural 

municipalities in this state. The total amount of grants awarded under the bill may not exceed 

$500,000.  

        

The bill requires Commerce to award to the corporation an annual grant of $100,000 for 

employing a grant writer to assist businesses to apply for certain federal small business grants, 

beginning in fiscal year 2010-11. The bill also requires Commerce to award the corporation a 

one-time grant of $100,000 in fiscal year 2010-11 for an economic modeling database for use by 

regional economic development entities. The bill increases a current appropriation of general 

purpose revenue to Commerce by $200,000 in fiscal year 2010-11 to fund the grants.  

        

The Wisconsin Development Fund (development fund) is a biennial appropriation of general 

purpose revenues to Commerce. Currently, the development fund provides moneys for grants to 

Center for Advanced Technology and Innovation; for technology commercialization grants and 

loans; for grants and loans to support capital financing, worker training, entrepreneurial 
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development, and other economic development projects; and for reimbursements under the  

Wisconsin trade project program. The bill increases the appropriation by $3,000,000 for the 

2009-11 fiscal biennium.  This bill also establishes a technology transfer grant and loan program 

in Commerce. 

 

The bill directs Commerce to establish a pilot program of making loans of not more than $25,000 

at nominal interest rates for the creation of new businesses. Under the bill, Commerce must 

designate two areas of the state, one urban and one rural, that are affected by high unemployment 

and must make the loans only to residents of the areas. Commerce must partner with federal, 

state, regional, and local economic development entities to provide business training for 

applicants and borrowers. The bill appropriates $500,000 to Commerce in fiscal 2010-11 for the 

loans. Commerce may not make loans under the program after July 31, 2013.  

Current law requires Commerce to award a $70,000 grant to Pleasant Prairie Technology 

Incubator Center no later than July 31, 2011. The bill requires Commerce to award the grant no 

later than 30 days after the effective date of the bill. In addition, the bill increases funding for 

Commerce by $75,000 in fiscal 2010-11 in order to fund a position for Commerce's Regulatory 

Ombudsman Center. 

 

12/28/09 -  referred to committee on Jobs, the Economy and Small Business   

01/04/10 – fiscal estimate received 

 

 Assembly Bill 642  - an income and franchise tax credit for a qualified equity investment in 

a qualified community development entity, providing an exemption from emergency rule 

procedures, and requiring the exercise of rule-making authority. 
 

1/04/10 -  Introduced by Representatives Barca, Garthwaite, Zigmunt, Hilgenberg, Radcliffe, 

Clark, Pasch, Molepske Jr., Ripp, Dexter, Berceau and Sinicki; cosponsored by Senators 

Coggs, Kreitlow and Holperin. 

                

Under federal law, the New Markets Tax Credit Program permits federal taxpayers to receive a 

credit against federal income taxes for making investments in qualified community development 

entities (QCDE). Federal law defines a QCDE as an entity with the primary mission of serving or 

providing investment capital for low-income communities or low-income persons that has been 

certified by the secretary of the Internal Revenue Service.  

 

This bill authorizes the Department of Commerce (Commerce) to certify an individual who 

applies to Commerce, has made an investment in a QCDE, and is eligible to receive the federal 

New Markets Tax Credit to receive a credit against state income and franchise taxes and against 

license fees paid by insurers. Prior to certification, Commerce must verify that the person has 

made an investment in a QCDE with the primary mission of serving or providing investment 

capital for low-income communities or low-income persons in this state. Commerce must 

annually verify that the person continues to hold the investment in any year the person seeks to 

claim the credit.  

 

The credit may be claimed for seven consecutive taxable years beginning with the taxable year in 

which the taxpayer makes an investment in a QCDE. The amount of the credit that a taxpayer 

http://ethics.state.wi.us/scripts/CurrentSession/legprops.asp?key=REGAB642
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may claim is equal to the amount of the taxpayer's investment multiplied by the following 

percentages:  

     

1. For the first three taxable years, 5 percent.  

2. For the next four taxable years, 6 percent. 

 

1/04/10 -  referred to committee on Jobs, the Economy and Small Business   

1/05/10 - Public hearing held. 

 

Assembly Bill 643  - waiving certain federal bond limitations allocated to cities and counties 

and requiring the Department of Commerce to develop a system for reallocating the bond 

limitations to other state and local units of government. 
 

Companion bill to SB 440 – see above 

 

 Assembly Bill 649  -  Global Warming Bill - goals for reductions in green house gas 

emissions, for construction of zero net energy buildings and for energy conservation; 

information, analyses, reports, education, and training concerning greenhouse gas 

emissions and climate change; energy efficiency and renewable resource programs; 

renewable energy requirements of electric utilities and retail cooperatives; requiring 

electric utilities to purchase renewable energy from certain renewable facilities in their 

service territories; authority of the Public Service Commission over nuclear power plants; 

motor vehicle emission limitations; a low carbon standard for transportation fuels; the 

brownfield site assessment grant program, the main street program, the brownfields grant 

program, the forward innovation fund, grants to local governments for planning activities, 

the transportation facilities economic assistance and development program, a model 

parking ordinance; surface transportation planning by the Department of Transportation 

and metropolitan planning organizations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 

environmental evaluations for transportation projects; idling limits for certain vehicles; 

energy conservation codes for public buildings, places of employment, one- and two-family 

dwellings, and agricultural facilities; design standards for state buildings; energy efficiency 

standards for certain consumer audio and video devices, boiler inspection requirements; 

greenhouse gas emissions and energy use by certain state agencies and state assistance to 

school districts in achieving energy efficiencies; creating an exception to local levy limits for 

amounts spent on energy efficiency measures; creating an energy crop reserve program; 

identification of private forest land, promoting sequestration of carbon in forests, 

qualifying practices and cost-share requirements under the forest grant program 

established by the Department of Natural Resources; air pollution permits for certain 

stationary sources reducing greenhouse gas emissions; allocating a portion of existing tax-

exempt industrial development revenue bonding to clean energy manufacturing facilities 

and renewable power generating facilities; requiring a report on certain programs to limit 

greenhouse gas emissions; granting rule-making authority; requiring the exercise of rule-

making authority; and providing a penalty.  
 

1/06/10 -  Introduced by Representatives Black and Soletski; cosponsored by Senators Miller 

and Plale, by request of Governor James E. Doyle. 

http://ethics.state.wi.us/scripts/CurrentSession/legprops.asp?key=REGAB643
http://ethics.state.wi.us/scripts/CurrentSession/legprops.asp?key=REGAB649
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See introduction on page 1 for highlights of this bill. 

 

1/06/10 -  referred to special committee on Clean Energy Jobs 

 
Updates on previously reported LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS  
(+ before the line indicates a change in the bill’s status since the last report) 

 
Assembly Bills 
 

Assembly Joint Resolution 65  

To renumber and amend section 1 of article VIII; and to create section 1 (1) (e) of article VIII of 

the constitution; relating to: different property tax levy rates for parts of cities, villages, towns, 

counties, and school districts added by attachments to school districts, consolidations, and 

boundary changes under cooperative agreements (first consideration). 

    

7/28/2009 - Rreferred to committee on State Affairs and Homeland Security. 

9/15/2009 - Public hearing held. 

9/22/2009 - Executive action taken. 

AB 18 – Tax Credit for Historic Rehabilitation 

4/23/2009 – Passed in Assembly and sent to the Senate 

4/26/2009 - Referred to Senate Committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax 

Relief and Revenue. 

AB 25 - Relating to school board approval of subdivision plats 

2/5/2009 - Referred to committee on Urban and Local Affairs 

AB 90 – The operation of motorboats, other than personal watercraft, at slow-no-wake 

speed within a given distance of the shoreline of a lake. 

2/24/2009 Referred to committee on Natural Resources 

3/4/2009 – Fiscal Estimate Received 

AB 92- The regulation, preservation, and restoration of historic buildings; the supplement 

to the federal historic rehabilitation tax credit and the state historic rehabilitation tax 

credit; requiring the certification of downtowns; promoting certain downtown areas in this 

state; highway projects involving business and downtown areas; granting rule-making 

authority; and making appropriations. 

(AB 92 is a Companion Bill to SB 55) 

http://legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AJR65hst.html
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB18hst.html
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-25.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-90.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-92.pdf
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2/24/2009 - Referred to committee on Jobs, the Economy and Small Business 

3/25/2009 – Fiscal Estimate received 

AB 109 - Relating to authorizing a city or village to extend the life of a tax 

incremental district for one year to benefit housing in the city or village. 
 

3/4/2009 - Referred to the Committee on Housing 

3/19/2009 – Fiscal Estimate received 

4/15/2009- Public Hearing held 

 

AB 113  - Relating to changes to economic development tax benefit programs, providing an 

exemption from emergency rule procedures, and requiring the exercise of rule−making 

authority. 
Consolidation of economic development zone programs 

 

3/4/2009 - Referred to committee on Jobs, the Economy and Small Business  

4/30/2009 – Fiscal Estimate received  

 

AB 165 - Relating to expanding the types of property that may be specially assessed by a 

neighborhood improvement district.  
 
5/13/09 – Passed in the Assembly and sent to the Senate 

Referred to the Senate Committee on Labor, Elections & Urban Affairs. 

9/2/2009 -  Public hearing held. 

++ 12/15/09 -  Executive action taken in the Senate. 

12/17/09. Report concurrence recommended by committee on Labor, Elections and Urban 

Affairs, Ayes 3, Noes 2  

12/17/09-  Available for scheduling. 
 

AB 180 – changes to and extension of the Environmental Results Program, extension of the 

Environmental Improvement Program and the length of a compliance schedule under that 

program, and reporting requirements for certain environmental programs. 

 

Companion bill to SB 126 

5/6/09 – Public Hearing held. 

 

AB 205 – adopting changes to the Internal Revenue Code for state income tax purposes 

related to deductions for energy efficient commercial building. 

 

Referred to Committee on Jobs, Economy and Small Business. 

5/12/09 – Public Hearing held. 

6/16/2009 – Passed in Committee 13-0 and referred to Joint Finance. 

 

AB 213 - relating to establishing and changing compensation for city and village elective 

offices; signing village contracts; bidding procedure for village public construction 

contracts; officer−of−the−peace status of village officers; publication by the city clerk of 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-109.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-113.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-165.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-180.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-205.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-213.pdf
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fund receipts and disbursements; village and 4
th

 class city regulation of political signs; 

liability of counties and cities for mob damage; means of providing police and fire 

protection by cities and villages; holdover status of appointed city and village officers; use 

of the s. 32.05 procedure in villages for certain housing and urban renewal condemnation; 

and application of public contract bidder prequalification to 1st class cities. 

 

Referred to Urban and Local Affairs Committee 

5/5/09 - Public Hearing held. 

6/16/2009 – Passed out of committee and referred to Rules. 

10/20/09 – Passed in the Assembly and sent to the Senate. 

10/21/09 - referred to committee on Ethics Reform and Government  

 

AB 243 - relating to delaying the implementation date of the comprehensive planning 

statute for certain local governmental units. 

 

4/30/2009 - Referred to Committee on Urban and Local Affairs. 

5/27/2009 – Fiscal Estimate received. 

11/17/2009 - Public hearing held. 

 

AB 256 – relating to the regulation of wind energy systems. 

 

5/5/09 - Referred to Committee on Energy & Utilities 

5/12/09 – Public Hearing held. 

7/8/09 – Substitute Amendment 1 adpoted. 

7/8/09 – Passed out of committee 11-1  

7/8/09 – Referred to Rules committee 

9/10/09 - Placed on calendar 9-16-2009 by committee on Rules. 

9/15/09 -  Assembly substitute amendment 2 offered by Representative Soletski   

9/15/09 -  Assembly amendment 1 to Assembly substitute amendment 1 offered by Representative 

Wood   

9/20/09 - Tabled   

 

AB 260 – related to extraterritorial plat approval on basis of land's use. 
 

5/8/09- Referred to Committee on Renewable Energy and Rural Affairs. 

9/23/09 -  Public hearing held.11/16/09  – Passed committee 14-0 and referred to Rules. 

 

AB 270 - relating to utility aid payments to towns and counties for production plants that 

generate electricity from wind power. 

 
5/19/2009 – Referred to Committee on Energy and Utilities. 

5/27/2009 – Assembly Amend 1 offered. 

 

AB 271 - relating to professional land surveyors, the practice of professional land 

surveying, surveying land abutting navigable waters, and granting rule−making authority. 

 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-243.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-256.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB256-ASA2.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB256-ASA1-AA1.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-260.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-270.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-271.pdf
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5/19/2009 – Referred to the Consumer Protection committee. 

7/01/2009 - Public Hearing held. 

8/26/2009 – Senator Schultz removed from sponsorship list. 

10/28/2009 – Passed in the Assembly and sent to the Senate 

10/29 – Referred to the Senate Committee on Economic Development 

++1/7/2010 – Public Hearing held. 

 

AB 282 – relating to the creation of regional transit authorities and making appropriations. 

 

5/27/09 – Referred to Committee on Transportation. 

 

AB 288 – Relating to education and work experience requirements for registration as a 

professional engineer and examinations for professional engineering credentials. 

 

6/2/2009 – Referred to Committee on Labor, Elections and Urban Affairs. 

6/15/2009 – Fiscal Estimate received. 

10/29/09 – Passed in the Assembly as amended and sent to the Senate 

11/2/2009 - Referred to Senate Committee on Labor, Elections & Urban Affairs 

 

AB 338 – relating to retaining the real estate transfer fee. 

 

7/8/2009 – Referred to Committee on Urban and Local Affairs. 

7/31/2009 – Fiscal Estimate Received 

 

AB 399 – Relating to costs eligible for reimbursement under the Local Roads Improvement 

Program administered by the Department of Transportation. 

 

8/26/2009 – Referred to Committee on Transportation. 

 

AB 408 - Relating to financial assistance related to bioenergy feedstocks, biorefineries, and 

conversion to biomass energy. 
 

8/31/2009 – introduced by Joint Legislative Council 

8/31/2009 – Referred to Committee on Renewable Energy & Rural Affairs. 

9/14/09 - Fiscal estimate received. 

10/07/09 – Public hearing held. 

10/22/09 – Amendments offered in Committee. 

 

AB 426 - Relating to authorizing the designation of a tax incremental district as distressed 

and expanding the use of donor tax incremental districts. 
 

9/22/2009 - Read first time and referred to committee on Ways and Means   

9/23/2009 -  Withdrawn from committee on Ways and Means and referred to committee on Jobs, 

the Economy and Small  Business  

10/12/09 – Fiscal Estimate received. 

10/13/09 – Public hearing held. 

10/20/09 – Passed in Assembly (84-14) and sent to Senate. 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-282.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-288.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-338.pdf
http://legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB399hst.html
http://legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB408hst.html
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/fe/AB-408fe.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-426.pdf
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10/21/09 – Referred to Senate Committee on Economic Development 

 

AB 451 - Relating to registration of construction contractors. 

 

This bill eliminates the provisions of Act 28 that require that construction contractors be 

registered by Commerce. 

 

9/22/2009 - Read first time and referred to committee on Labor. 

 

AB 501  - relating to attachment of territory to public inland lake protection and 

rehabilitation districts and changing boundaries of proposed public inland lake protection 

and rehabilitation districts. 

 

10/15/2009 - Referred to Committee on Natural Resources. 

11/16/2009 – Fiscal Estimate received. 

 

Under current law, a county may change the boundaries of a lake district that is being 

established. This bill repeals this provision. 

 

AB 516  - relating to requirements for approval of construction of nuclear power plants. 

  

10-23-09. Read first time and referred to committee on Energy and Utilities 

 

This bill eliminates the additional findings required under current law for a proposed nuclear 

power plant. 

 
Senate Bills 
 

SB 47 - Designating portions of the Totogatic River as a wild river 
 

2/26/2009  Recommended by committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and Natural 

Resources.   Available for scheduling. 

 

SB 50 - Legislative oversight of expenditure of federal economic stimulus funds 

 

2/11/2009 - Referred to committee on Ethics Reform and Government Operations 

2/23/2009 – Fiscal Estimate received   
 

SB 55 - The regulation, preservation, and restoration of historic buildings; the supplement 

to the federal historic rehabilitation tax credit and the state historic rehabilitation tax 

credit; requiring the certification of downtowns; promoting certain downtown areas in this 

state; highway projects involving business and downtown areas; granting rule−making 

authority; and making appropriations. 
 

State Historic Building Code 

Historic buildings used as multifamily dwellings 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-451.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-501.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/AB-516.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-47.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-50.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-55.pdf
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Historic rehabilitation tax credit 

Certification and promotion of downtowns 

 

Referred to Committee on Economic Development. 

3/31/09 – Public hearing held. 

10/22/09 – Passed out of Committee 

 

SB 77 - Changes to economic development tax benefit programs, providing an  

exemption from emergency rule procedures, and requiring the exercise of  

rule−making authority. 
 

Consolidation of economic development zone programs 

 

2/18/2009 - Referred to Committee on Economic Development 

5/7/2009 – Fiscal Estimate received. 

 

SB 78 - Protections for tenants in foreclosure actions 
 

2/18/2009 - Referred to committee on Judiciary, Corrections, Insurance, Campaign Finance Reform, and 

Housing 

 

SB 81 - Authorizing a city or village to extend the life of a tax incremental district for one 

year to benefit housing in the city or village. 
 

2/18/2009 - Referred to committee on Ethics Reform and Government Operations  

4/29/2009 – Public hearing held. 

 6/3/2009 - Passage recommended by committee 4-1.  

Available for scheduling.  

 

SB 117 -- Relating to extraterritorial plat approval on basis of land’s use. 
 

3/17/2009 - Referred to committee on Rural Issues, Biofuels, and Information Technology 

9/23/09 - Public hearing held. 

 

SB 131 - Relating to authorizing the cities of Cudahy and Oak Creek to use environmental 

remediation tax increments generated by one environmental tax incremental district to 

benefit another environmental remediation tax incremental district. 

 
3/24/2009 - Referred to committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief, and 

Revenue 

 

SB 144 – Authorizing sharing of tax increments by certain environmental remediation tax 

incremental districts. 

 

3/31/2009 – Referred to committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief, 

and Revenue. 

(Companion bill to AB 174)  

4/13/2009 – Fiscal estimate received. 

10/28/09 – Public Hearing held. 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-77.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-78.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-81.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-117.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-131.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-144.pdf
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SB 145 – determining the value of billboards for personal property tax purposes. 

 

3/31/2009 - Referred to committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief, 

and Revenue. 

5/12/2009 – Fiscal Estimate received. 
  

SB 172 – Relating to limiting a city’s and village’s use of direct annexation and authorizing 

limited tow challenges to an annexation. 

 
4/23/2009 - Referred to Committee on Labor, Elections, and Urban Affairs. 

5/8/2009 – Fiscal Estimate received.  

11/17 - Fiscal Estimate received. 

 

SB 173 – relating to the removal of nonconforming outdoor advertising signs. 

 

4/23/2009 - Referred to committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and Natural Resources  

5/21/09 – Public Hearing held. 

9/17/09 -  Executive action taken. 

9/21/09 -  Report passage recommended by committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, 

and Natural Resources, Ayes 7, Noes  

9/21/09 - Available for scheduling. 

 

SB 185 – relating to the regulation of wind energy systems. 

 

10/1/09 – Approved by the Governor Wisconsin Act 40 

 

SB 205 - relating to the creation of regional transit authorities and making appropriations. 

 

5/18/09 -  Introduced by JOINT LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

5/18/09 -   Referred to committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, & Natural Resources   

(AB 282 is companion bill.) 

6/9/2009 – Fiscal Estimate received. 

 

SB 270 - Relating to limiting the searchability of a governmental Internet listing of 

property taxes assessed. 
 

8/21/2009 - referred to committee on Health, Health Insurance, Privacy, Property Tax Relief, 

and Revenue . 

9/9/09 - Fiscal estimate received. 

 

SB 276 - Relating to requiring governmental bodies of school districts and certain 

political subdivisions to post meeting notices and minutes on their Web sites. 

 

8/26/2009 - referred to committee on Rural Issues, Biofuels, and Information Technology 

9/3/09 -  Senate amendment 1 offered by Senator Kreitlow 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-145.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-172.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-173.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-185.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-205.pdf
http://legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB270hst.html
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/fe/SB-270fe.pdf
http://legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB276hst.html
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB276-SA1.pdf
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SB 277 - Relating to costs eligible for reimbursement under the Local Roads Improvement 

Program administered by the Department of Transportation. 

 

8/26/2009 - referred to committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and Natural Resources. 

9/17/09 - Public hearing held. 

9/23/09 - Fiscal estimate received. 
Companion Bill to AB 399  
                

SB 279 - Relating to financial assistance related to bioenergy feedstocks, biorefineries, 

and conversion to biomass energy.  

Companion Bill to AB 408 (see above) 
 

8/28/2009 - Introduced by JOINT LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.  (This bill was prepared for the 

Joint Legislative Council’s Special Committee on Domestic Biofuels.) 

8/28/2009 - Referred to committee on Rural Issues, Biofuels, and Information Technology 

9/23/09 - Fiscal estimate received. 

10/07/09 – Public Hearing held. 

 

SB 291 - Relating to authorizing the designation of a tax incremental district as distressed 

and expanding the use of donor tax incremental districts. 

 
SB 291 is a companion bill to AB 426. 

 

9/16/09 - Read first time and referred to committee on Economic Development  

10/19/09 - Fiscal estimate received 

10/22/09/ - Public Hearing held. 

 

SB 300  - Relating to certain areas of land subject to managed forest land orders that were 

part of a parcel of land under single ownership that exceeded 8,000 acres in size. 

 

9/23/2009 - Referred to Committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and Natural 

Resources. 

10/02/09 -  Fiscal estimate received. 

10/27/09 – Passed in Senate as amended (23-9) and sent to Assembly. 

10/29/009 – Referred to Assembly Committee on Forestry. 

11/18/2009 – Public Hearing held. 

 

SB 301 -  relating to the application of shoreland zoning ordinances to certain 

unincorporated areas. 

 

09-23-2009 - Read first time and referred to committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, 

and Natural Resources 

 

SB 343 -  relating to the rail passenger service assistance and promotion program.  
 

http://legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB277hst.html
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/fe/SB-277fe.pdf
http://legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB279hst.html
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/fe/SB-279fe.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-291.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/fe/SB-291fe.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-300.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/fe/SB-300fe.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-301.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-343.pdf
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10-09-09- Read first time and referred to committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and 

Natural Resources . 

 

This bill eliminates the exception allowing DOT to contract, without competitive bidding or 

competitive sealed proposals, for rail passenger service or support services, equipment, or 

facilities for rail passenger service, including the sale or lease of equipment or facilities acquired 

by DOT for the purpose of providing rail passenger service or support services for rail passenger 

service. 

 

SB 348  -  relating to declarations creating marina condominiums and technical corrections 

to the laws governing marina condominiums. 

 

10-14-09 - Referred to committee on Transportation, Tourism, Forestry, and Natural Resources 

 

SB 398 – Relating to privatization of certain municipal water utilities 
 

11/18/2009 − Introduced by Senator Sullivan, cosponsored by Representatives Sinicki,  A. 

Williams and Danou.  

 

Referred to Committee on Commerce, Utilities, Energy, and Rail. 

++12/21/09 – Fiscal Estimate received. 

 

SB 399 – Relating to authorizing two or more cities, villages, towns, or counties, or a 

combination of such political subdivisions, to create a commission to issue conduit revenue 

bonds and exercise eminent domain authority and exempting from taxation interest on 

such bonds 
 

11/18/2009 - Introduced by Senators Kreitlow, Plale, Hopper, Darling, Taylor, Schultz, Hansen and 

Olsen; cosponsored by Representatives Seidel, Hilgenberg, Dexter, Fields, Berceau, Jorgensen, 

Petrowski, Smith, Staskunas, Benedict, Hintz and Hraychuck. 

 

Referred to the Joint Survey Committee on Tax Exemptions 

++12/14/09 – Fiscal Estimate received. 

 
 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-348.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-398.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/SB-399.pdf

