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Planning is about Choices

9ǘƘƛŎŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎΦ  
The Code of Ethics offers professional 
planners uniform standards to help 
identify and negotiate the tough 
ethical and moral dilemmas we face.



As the basic values of society can 
come into competition with each 
other, so can the aspirational
principles we espouse under the 
code.  An ethical judgment often 
requires a conscientious balancing, 
based on the facts and context of a 
particular situation and on the 
precepts of the entire Code



AICP Professional Code of Ethics 
Overview

Code of ethics since 1959

Updated in 2005 after a 4 year public 
process 

AICP Certification Maintenance 
Requirements

!ƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ нллф ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ 
ŎǊƛƳŜǎέ



New Code Highlights

Divided into 3 sections
Aspirational Standards:  Ideals to which 
we strive

Rules of Conduct:  To which we are held 
accountable

Procedures:  Advice; and, adjudication

Ethics Officer

Report of the Ethics Officer



Principals to Which We Aspire

1. Our Overall Responsibility to the 
Public

2. Our Responsibility to Our Clients and 
Employers

3. Our Responsibilities to Our Profession 
and Colleagues



Our Overall Responsibility to the 
Public

Our primary obligation is to serve the 
public interest and we, therefore, owe 
our allegiance to a conscientiously 
attained concept of the public 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΧΦΦ



AICP Code of Ethics 1.(e)

We shall give people the opportunity 
to have a meaningful impact on the 
development of plans and programs 
that may affect them.  Participation 
should be broad enough to include 
those who lack formal organization or 
influence.



AICP Code of Ethics 1.(f)

We shall seek social justice by working 
to expand choice and opportunity for 
all persons, recognizing a special 
responsibility to plan for the needs of 
the disadvantaged and to promote 
racial and economic integration.  We 
shall urge the alteration of policies, 
institutions, and decisions that oppose 
such needs.



AICP Code of Ethics 1.(g)

We shall promote excellence of design 
and endeavor to conserve and 
preserve the integrity and heritage of 
the natural and built environment



Our Responsibility to Our Clients 
and Employers

We owe diligent, creative, competent 
performance of the work we do in 
ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƭƛŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΩǎ 
interest.  Such performance, however, 
shall always be consistent with our 
faithful service to the public interest.



AICP Code of Ethics 2.(a)

We shall exercise independent 
professional judgment on behalf of 
our clients and employers.



Our responsibility to Our Profession 
and Colleagues

We shall contribute to the 
development of, and respect for, our 
profession by improving knowledge 
and techniques, making work relevant 
to the solutions of community 
problems, and increasing public 
understanding of planning activities.



AICP Code of Ethics 3.(h)

We shall continue to enhance our 
professional education and training.



AICP Code of Ethics 3.(j)

We shall contribute time and effort to 
groups lacking in adequate planning 
resources and to voluntary 
professional activities.



Our Rules of Conduct

26 Mandatory rules, with sanctions



Why So Complicated?


